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part to change it. And I hope we’ll be suc-
cessful.

Interest Rates
Q. Mr. President, on the economy, are you

afraid the Fed’s going to raise the rate in
response to the numbers?

The President. Well, I think that these
numbers have to be seen in terms of yester-
day’s numbers. Yesterday’s inflation figures
were quite encouraging, and I think they
show that—core inflation at something like
2.4 percent, and I think the overall inflation
rate will come back toward that, now that
the oil prices are moderating. So I think that
should be quite encouraging, not just to the
Fed but to all Americans and to American
business—that basically the productivity of
the work force, continuing to be fueled by
information technology, has enabled us to
have an amazing amount of growth and low
unemployment, at quite modest levels of in-
flation, and so that’s encouraging to me, and
I think the facts speak for themselves on that.

Thank you.

Vieques Operation
Q. What did you think of the Vieques op-

eration?
The President. Well, it went pretty well,

I think. They did a good job.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. on the
South Grounds at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Wayne LaPierre, executive
vice president, National Rifle Association; and
Osama bin Ladin, who allegedly sponsored bomb-
ing attacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and
Tanzania on August 7, 1998.

Statement on the Bureau of Labor
Statistics Employment Report
May 5, 2000

Today we have further proof of the contin-
ued strength of our economy. With the an-
nouncement of 3.9 percent unemployment,
we have broken the 4 percent barrier for the
first time in three decades. Over the last 7
years, our Nation has created 21 million new
jobs and cut the unemployment rate nearly
in half. This is more than a symbolic mile-

stone in the longest and strongest economic
expansion in history. It shows that our strat-
egy of fiscal discipline is working for all
Americans. We have the lowest unemploy-
ment for African-Americans and Hispanics
on record, the lowest unemployment for
women in more than 40 years, and strong
wage growth among all income groups.

The American people deserve credit for
this historic achievement. And they have
made it clear that we should stay on the path
of fiscal discipline, debt reduction, and tar-
geted investments in our people. We should
not adopt risky tax cuts that would derail our
hard won prosperity. We have a responsi-
bility to maintain the fiscal discipline that got
us here.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 30
In the morning, the President traveled to

Detroit, MI, and in the evening, he returned
to Washington, DC.

May 1
The President announced his intention to

nominate Katherine Milner Anderson to be
a member of the Board of Directors of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark S. Wrighton to be a member
of the National Science Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Walter Kaye and Tazewell T.
Shepard III to the President’s Advisory Com-
mittee on the Arts of the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Rear Adm. Raymond A. Archer III,
SC, USN as a member of the Committee
For Purchase From People Who Are Blind
or Severely Disabled.
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May 2
In the evening, the President met with

Hong Kong Democratic Party Chairman
Martin Lee in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Barbara J. Sapin to be Vice Chair-
man of the Merit Systems Protection Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Clayton M. Jones to the President’s
National Security Telecommunications Advi-
sory Committee.

May 3
In the morning, the President traveled to

Owensboro, KY, and in the afternoon, he
traveled to Davenport, IA. In the evening,
the President traveled to St. Paul, MN.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Fran C. Eizenstat as a member of
the Commission for the Preservation of
America’s Heritage Abroad.

The President announced his intention to
designate Greg Farmer, Lawrence Parks, and
Madeline McCullough Petty to the National
Capital Revitalization Corporation Authority.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and tornadoes
on April 19–20.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with President Miguel
Angel Rodriguez of Costa Rica in the Oval
Office on May 9.

May 4
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Columbus, OH, and in the evening, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Owen James Sheaks to be Assistant
Secretary of State for Verification and Com-
pliance.

The President announced the nomination
of Gen. John A. Gordon, USAF, to be Under
Secretary for Nuclear Security and Adminis-
trator of the National Security Administra-
tion at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Norman Y. Mineta, Haunani
Apoliona, Gloria Caoile, Martha Choe, Susan
Soon-Keum Cox, Vinod Dham, Wilfred P.
Leon Guerrero, Tessie Guillermo, Dennis
Hayashi, David D. Ho, Ngoan Le, Jonathon
R. Leong, Mukesh (Mike) Patel, Jacinta

Folasa Titialii, and Lee Pao Xiong to serve
on the Advisory Commission on Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders.

May 5
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Farmington, PA, and later he traveled to
Lancaster, VA. In in the evening, the Presi-
dent returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James O. Armitage to be a member
of the National Cancer Advisory Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nicholas C. Burckel as a member
of the National Historical Publications and
Records Commission.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted May 1

John Ramsey Johnson,
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years,
vice Ellen Segal Huvelle, elevated.

Submitted May 2

James Edgar Baker,
of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Armed Forces for the term
of 15 years to expire on the date prescribed
by law, vice Walter T. Cox III, term expired.

Submitted May 3

Katherine Milner Anderson,
of Virginia, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31,
2006 (reappointment).

Dennis M. Cavanaugh,
of New Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for
the District of New Jersey, vice Alfred M.
Wolin, retiring.
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